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The  restful  quiet  of  o  mountain  lake,  the  warm  sun,  and  the  whip  of  a  fine 
trout  rod  add  up  to  a  fisherman's  ideal  holiday.  This  angler  finds  a  pleasant 
holiday  fishing  in  the  Vermilion  Lakes  in  Banff  National  Park.  For  those  who 
like  to  spend  their  holidays  fishing  there  is  no  better  place  to  cast  a  fly. 
or  even  dangle  some  salmon  eggs,  than  here  in  Alberta  which  offers  superb 

fishing  to  her  citizens. 


Premieres  Highway  Safety  Conference 
To  Awaken  Safety  Consciousness 

The  greatest  conference  on  highway  safety  ever  held  in 
Alberta  will  take  place  at  Edmonton  May  19  when  representatives 
of  many  groups  attend  the  Premier's  Highway  Safety  Conference. 

In  a  recent  radio  address,  Hon.  Gordon  Taylor,  Minister  of 
Highways,  had  this  to  say  about  the  Premier's  Highway  Safety 
Conference: 

"The  mounting  toll  of  death  and  injury  on  our  highways 
and  streets  has  been  causing  us  all  deep  concern.  I  recently 
attended  the  White  House  Conference  on  Highway  Safety  called 
by  President  Eisenhower.  In  that  country  more  than  38,000  lives 
were  lost  in  traffic  fatalities  in  1953.  A  program  was  worked 
out  designed  to  create  safety  consciousness  in  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  North  America.  Tc  follow  out  this  program.  Premier 
Manning  has  called  a  conference  on  highway  safety  for  Alberta. 
It  will  be  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Edmonton  on  May  19. 
Its  organization  and  objectives  will  parallel  that  of  the  White 
House  Conference.  Letters  will  shortly  be  despatched  to  the  mayor 
of  every  city,  town  and  village;  to  the  reeve  of  every  municipality; 
and  to  the  chairman  of  every  county  asking  the  head  of  the 
local  government  to  designate  a  group  of  outstanding  citizens 
to  attend. 

"Since  the  conference  will  be  built  around  eight  basic  groups 
— agriculture,  labour,  business,  public  officials,  media  of  public 
information,  other  organizations,  women  and  youth — it  is  hoped 
that  each  delegation  would  include  representatives  for  each 
category.  In  addition,  provincial  organizations  vitally  concerned 
with  safety  will  be  invited  as  well  as  our  M.L.A.'s.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  conference  is  designed  to  have 
each  group  work  out  ways  and  means  of  creating  and  maintain- 
ing safety  consciousness  in  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  every 
locality  and  consequently  the  local  governments  must  take  a  most 
active  and  emphatic  part  if  the  conference  is  going  to  reach  its 
most  worthy  objective,  that  of  saving  human  life  and  suffering."  • 


New  Electrical  Project 
Completed  In  10  Months 

Approximately  400  farm  fami- 
lies in  the  Warburg  area  are 
now  served  with  electric  power 
with  the  completion  of  the 
Strawberry  Rural  Electrifica- 
tion Association  project,  the 
largest  Alberta  rural  Electrifica- 
tion project  completed  at  one 
time. 

Largest  rural  electrification 
association  is  the  Bowden  group 
but  its  project  was  constructed 
in  three  phases.  The  Strawberry 
R.E.A.  had  its  300  miles  of 
lines  laid  in  approximately  10 
months.  • 


More  Records  Broken 
In  Debenture  Sales 

More  records  have  been  broken  in  the  sale  of  Alberta  school 
division  debentures.  Prices  as  high  as  104.43  percent  of  the 
debenture  value  have  been  obtained,  as  competition  remains 
active  in  the  eastern  Canadian  markets. 

All  debentures  sold  by  the  Department  of  Education,  and 
by  the  cities  of  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  received  premium  prices, 
with  the  lowest  bringing  102.07  percent  of  its  face  value.  All 
debentures  sold  through  the  Department  of  Education  were  for  a 
20-year  period  at  the  coupon  rate  of  4y2  percent. 

School  Authority  Amount  Sale  Price 

Taber  School  Division  No.  6  $223,300  104.32 

Red  Deer  School  Division  No.  35   29,400  104.43 

Lethbridge  R.C.  District  No.  9   45,000  104.14 

Medicine  Hat  School  District  No.  76   433,000  104.35 

Calgary  R.C.  School  District  No.  1   192,500  103.85 

In  handling  its  own  debenture  sales,  the  Edmonton  Public 
School  District  No.  7  received  103.75  for  $1,020,000  borrowed  for 
30  years  at  4  ¥4  percent.  The  Calgary  Public  School  District  No.  19 
received  102.07  in  its  sale  of  $203,000  debentures  at  4  ¥2  percent 
for  20  years.  • 


Last  Loans  Made  From 
Self-Liquidating  Fund 

Last  loans  under  the  Self- 
Liquidating  Projects  Act  were 
made  by  the  Provincial  Trea- 
surer's Department  during 
March. 

The  loans  were  $100,000  to 
Berwyn,  $124,000  to  Manning, 
and  $212,000  to  McLennan. 

Established  in  April,  1950, 
with  a  total  of  $22,000,000,  the 
Self-Liquidating  Projects  Fund 
has  made  it  possible  for  $21,- 
994,279  in  loans  to  be  made 
to  municipalities.  • 
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. . .  student  nurses  listen  attentively  to 
a  lecture  on  tuberculosis  "contacts"  . . , 


,  Dr.  H.  H.  Stephens  examines  an  X-ray  plate , 


Higher  Maximum  Load  Limits 
Set  For  Trucl(s  In  Alberta 

A  weight  limit  of  56,000  pounds  for  semi-trailers  and  truck- 
trailer  combinations  operating  on  certain  highways  in  Alberta 
is  permitted  in  new  Highway  Traffic  Board  regulations  governing 
the  weight  of  truck  loads. 

The  maximum  weight  limit  is  allowed  on  the  following  sec- 
tions of  Alberta  highways:  No.  1  Highway,  Walsh  to  Banff;  No.  2 
Highway,  Carway  to  Calgary  to  Edmonton  to  Clyde  Corner,  from 
Smith  to  Triangle,  from  Triangle  to  Peace  River  and  from  Grande 
Prairie  to  the  British  Columbia  border;  No.  3  Highway,  from 
Medicine  Hat  to  the  British  Columbia  border;  No.  4  Highway, 
from  Lethbridge  to  Coutts;  No.  9  Highway,  Calgary  to  Alsask; 
No.  12,  Lacombe  to  Compeer;  No.  13,  Wetaskiwin  to  the  Sas- 
katchewan boundary;  No.  14,  Edmonton  to  the  Saskatchewan 
border;  No.  16,  Lloydminster  to  the  Jasper  Park  gates;  No.  18, 
Clyde  Corner  to  Westlock;  No.  23,  Monarch  to  High  River;  No.  34, 
Triangle  to  Grande  Prairie,  and  No.  44,  Westlock  to  Smith. 

On  all  other  highways,  the  maximum  gross  weights  allowed 
are:  24,000  pounds  for  conventional  two-axled  trucks  and  27,000 
pounds  for  cab-over-engine  types;  38,000  pounds  for  conventional 
and  41,000  for  cab-over-engine  tandem  axled  trucks;  and  42,000 
pounds  for  conventional  and  45,000  pounds  for  combinations 
having  three  axles  only. 

The  five  percent  tolerance  on  weights,  which  was  allowed 
under  the  former  regulations,  has  been  changed  to  a  tolerance 
of  2V2  percent  or  1,000  pounds,  whichever  is  the  lesser. 

The  change  in  maximum  loads  will  enable  transcontinental 
trucks  to  operate  more  efficiently  in  Alberta.  Previous  maximum 
weight  allowed  was  40,000  pounds  and  trucks  travelling  with 
loads  heavier  than  this  limit  from  provinces  or  states  with  higher 
load  limits  were  forced  to  re-load  before  entering  Alberta.  The 
higher  maximum  load  will  enable  larger  loads  to  be  brought 
directly  into  Alberta  by  interprovincial  truck  traffic  and  permit 
the  Canadian  truck  industry  to  complete  on  more  favorable  terms 
on  Alberta  freight  with  the  Canadian  railroads. 

Fees  payable  to  the  Highway  Traffic  Board  for  registration 
under  "C.V."  classification  have  been  raised  in  accordance  with 
the  greater  weight  limits.  Previous  maximum  fees  for  both  "C.V." 
and  "P.S."  and  "E."  classification  was  $500  but  now  the  scale 
extends  progressively  for  every  1,000  pound  increase  in  weight 
limit,  with  a  maximum  fee  of  $800.  • 

May  1 6-Sept.  30  Season  Set 
For  Commercial  Fishing 

The  summer  commercial  fishing  season  has  been  set  generally 
as  May  1 6-Sept.  30,  although  pike,  pickerel,  perch  and  suckers 
may  be  caught  up  to  March  31,  1955. 

Special  opening  dates  are  Amisk,  Buck,  Moose  and  Square 
Lakes,  Sept.  13;  Beaver,  Elinor  and  Ironwood  Lakes,  Aug.  2; 
Heart  and  Helena  Lakes,  Sept.  1;  Lac  La  Biche,  May  10;  Lac  Ste. 
Anne,  May  17;  Pinehurst  Lake,  July  19;  Shining  Bank  Lake, 
May  25;  Sturgeon  Lake,  May  19;  and  Whitefish  Lake,  July  12. 

Closing  dates  at  special  lakes  are  Lac  Ste.  Anne,  June  11; 
Calling  Lake,  Fawcett  Lake,  Graham  Lake,  Island  Lake,  Lesser 
Slave  Lake,  Long  Lake,  Peerless  Lake  and  Round  Lake,  June  15- 
Aug.  31;  and  Sturgeon  Lake,  June  25-July  27.  • 


. . .  the  editorial  board  of  the  Patients'  Council  puts  oi 
hospital  magazine , . . 

Tuberculosis  Patients  i 
Keep  Minds  Busy  Whi 

Patients  suffering  from  all  forms  of  active  tuberculosis  are 
treated  in  the  Aberhart  Memorial  Sanatorium  at  Edmonton. 

The  Aberhart  Memorial  Sanatorium,  which  has  300 
beds  and  a  staff  of  215.  serves  the  large  area  of  Alberta 
north  of  Red  Deer.  Tuberculosis  patients  from  Red  Deer 
and  southern  Alberta  are  cared  for  in  the  Baker  Memorial 
Sanatorium  at  Calgary. 

Treatment  is  based  on  the  primary,  proven  principles  of 
tuberculosis  care — rest,  fresh  air,  and  a  nutritious  diet.  How- 
ever, the  latest  aids  to  nature's  own  therapy  are  used  selectively 
in  cases  which  require  special  treatment.  Modern  antibiotics, 
which  in  recent  years  have  proven  their  worth,  are  administered 
in  some  cases,  while  collapse  therapy  and  surgical  procedures 
are  used  discriminantly. 

Rest  Average  of  Ten  Months 

The  hospital  patients,  who  spend  an  average  of  10  months 
in  the  sanatorium,  find  their  time  filled  with  hobbies,  entertain- 
ment and  favorite  radio  programs  as  well  as  medical  treatment. 
They  rise  at  7:00  a.m.,  breakfast,  and  then  have  a  relaxation 
period  until  10:00  a.m.,  a  period  in  which  they  may  read  but 
must  relax.  From  10:00  until  noon,  the  patients  are  free  to  carry 
out  their  occupational  therapy  projects,  read  or  write  letters, 
but  after  dinner,  which  is  served  at  noon,  there  is  a  rest  period. 
Visiting  hour  is  3:30  -  4:30  in  the  afternoon  and  supper  is  served 
at  5:00. 

There  is  another  period  for  relaxation  between  6:00  and 
7:00  p.m.,  and  then  the  patients  can  be  active  until  9:00.  All 
must  be  in  bed  at  9:15,  and  lights  are  out  at  9:30,  but  usually 
patients  are  allowed  to  hear  the  end  of  the  10:15  radio  news 
report  before  shutting  off  radio  reception. 

Special  Children's  Program 

Once  a  week,  there  is  a  movie  shown  in  the  sanatorium 
recreation  hall,  and  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  the  children 
patients  are  treated  to  a  special  kiddies'  program  of  films.  A 
number  of  Edmonton  organizations  stage  concerts  and  special 
entertainments  for  the  patients. 

The  group  of  children  patients,  which  numbers  40  at  present, 
attend  school,  using  correspondence  courses  of  the  Department 
of  Education  in  the  higher  grades  but  taking  grades  1-9  under 
the  instruction  of  two  teachers.  High  school  or  commercial  sub- 
jects, or  special  adult  courses,  are  arranged  for  older  patients 
by  the  Alberta  Tuberculosis  Association,  whose  rehabilitation 
program  provides  for  a  part-time  teacher  and  a  full-time 
rehabilitation  officer  at  the  sanatorium. 
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«  the 


. .  the  children  eat  together  in  their  lounge  , 


.  one  of  the  sewing  classes  for  women  patients , 


it  Aberhart  Sanatorium 
ile  Bodies  Gain  Strength 

Two  occupational  therapists  supervise  an  active  handicraft 
program  which  includes  leathercraft,  copper  tooling,  crocheting, 
tatting,  knitting,  plastic  basket  making,  and  petite  point.  The 
articles  made  are  oi  amazing  variety — fur  dogs  and  bunnies, 
leather  wallets,  belts  and  handbags,  bracelets,  wool  fibre  flowers, 
Mexican  embroidered  jackets,  silver  jewelry,  and  shearing 
slippers. 

Women  patients  are  taking  keen  interest  in  a  new  sewing 
course,  sponsored  by  the  Alberta  Tuberculosis  Association  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co.  The  third  class 
started  recently,  and  many  of  the  women  patients  are  working 
enthusiastically  on  new  dresses  and  suits  in  the  sewing  classes, 
and  on  matching  bags,  gloves  and  hats  in  their  rooms. 

All  the  handicraft  articles  made  in  the  hospital  can  be  sold 
through  the  Occupational  Therapy  Department  or  by  private 
arrangements  between  patients  and  purchasers.  In  this  way, 
patients  earn  a  small  income  which  helps  them  in  the  purchase 
of  comforts  while  in  hospital. 

Patients'  Canteen 

A  patients'  canteen  also  is  in  operation,  with  "shoppers" 
on  each  floor  taking  orders  for  their  fellow-patients.  Proceeds 
from  canteen  sales  are  used  to  finance  recreation  and  extra 
comforts  for  the  patients.  There  is  also  an  excellent  library. 

From  spring  to  fall,  patients  can  enjoy  fresh  air  and  the 
outdoors  from  the  roof  deck  of  the  sanatorium  while  patients 
with  tuberculosis  of  the  bones  can  move  their  wheel  chairs  to 
an  outside  patio,  off  the  first  floor.  When  patients  begin  to  show 
progress,  short  leaves  may  be  granted  to  visit  close  relatives. 

In  addition  to  treatment  of  patients  inside  the  hospital, 
clinics  are  held  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons  for  former 
patients,  cases  referred  from  other  doctors  and  suspected  tuber- 
culosis contacts. 

Training  for  Student  Nurses 

Student  nurses  are  given  an  opportunity  to  learn  techniques 
of  nursing  tuberculosis  cases  at  courses  for  students  from  all  hos- 
pitals affiliated  with  the  Aberhart  Sanatorium.  During  these 
courses,  the  students  are  introduced  to  the  special  field  of  tuber- 
culosis nursing  through  lectures  by  nurses  and  doctors  engaged 
in  tuberculosis  work  and  by  representatives  of  the  Alberta 
Tuberculosis  Association. 

Patient  representation  in  the  conduct  of  the  day-to-day  life 
of  the  hospital  is  enabled  by  a  patients'  council,  introduced  by 
Dr.  H.  H.  Stephens,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Sanatorium. 
Each  floor  of  the  sanatorium  is  represented  by  a  member  on  the 
council,  whose  duties  include  the  choice  and  direction  of  radio 
programs  transmitted  from  a  central  radio  receiver  to  all  patients, 
the  preparation  of  a  monthly  sanatorium  magazine,  and  the 
organization  of  special  recreational  events  such  as  whist  drives. 
The  Patients'  Council  also  makes  it  possible  for  problems 
affecting  both  patients  and  staff  to  be  discussed  freely 
and  democratically.  • 


. . .  older  girls  take  a  reading  lesson  . . . 

{Alberta  Government  Photos — Marsden) 

Government  University  Loans 
Available  For  Able  Students 

Students  graduating  from  high  school  this  year  are  reminded 
by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Education  that  loans  for  university 
training  are  available  through  the  Students'  Assistance  Act. 

The  Act  provides  for  loans  to  students  whose  average  mark 
in  Grade  12  examination  subjects  is  65  percent  or  over.  Students 
who  do  not  meet  this  qualification  prior  to  university  entry  may 
be  reconsidered  for  assistance  at  the  end  of  the  fall  session. 

Grade  12  students  who  propose  to  enter  university  this  fall 
and  require  financial  help  must  make  application  prior  to  Sept.  1. 
Full  information  on  financial  assistance  is  available  from  high 
school  principals  or  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Education,  Administra- 
tion Building,  Edmonton. 

The  maximum  loan  allowed  by  the  regulations  under  the  Act 
is  $400  for  one  year  students  whose  averages  are  75  percent 
or  over  may  qualify  for  grants,  the  maximum  is  $300  for  any 
one  year.  Federal-provincial  grants  to  student  nurses  also  are 
available  and  application  may  be  made  through  hospital  nursing 
schools.  • 


Raise  Cougar  Bounty 
For  Registered  Hunters 

The  Game  Branch,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests,  has 
introduced  new  regulations  for  bounty  payments  on  cougars. 

Under  the  existing  regulations,  anyone  can  kill  a  cougar 
outside  of  a  national  park  and,  upon  presentation  of  the  pelt, 
will  receive  a  bounty  of  $15.  Now,  as  an  additional  feature,  men 
who  own  cougar  dogs  and  are  qualified  to  hunt  the  animal,  can 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Alberta  Government  whereby 
they  become  registered  cougar  hunters.  Then,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  $15  bounty,  these  men  will  receive  a  bonus  of  $25  for 
every  animal  killed. 

Upon  making  application,  the  prospective  registered  hunter 
must  agree  to  answer  any  complaints  about  cougars  within  a 
specified  area.  He  also  must  provide  information  on  the  number 
and  breed  of  his  cougar  dogs  and  the  number  of  years  he  ha^ 
hunted  the  predators. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  new  regulations  is  to  give  greater 
assistance  to  the  owners  of  expensive  cougar  dogs  who  provide 
a  valuable  service  in  killing  animals  which  prey  on  the  cattle 
and  sheep  of  foothills'  ranchers.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  ol  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  oi  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  ol  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  ol 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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Modern  Ranch  Disillusioning  To  Romantics 

Five  Hunter  Brothers  Operate  Historic  Ranch  Near  Fort  Macleod 

Cattlemen  Concentrate  On  Small  Herd  Of  Prize-winning,  Purebred  Herefords 
But  Raise  Trout  On  Ranch  Property  As  Conservation  -  minded  Sportsmen 


A  neat  frame  home,  reflected  in  the  placid  waters  of  a 
narrow  trout  pond,  dispels  any  ideas  a  visitor  may  have  of 
finding  any  signs  of  the  "old  west"  on  the  Hunter  Brothers  Ranch, 
seven  miles  west  of  Fort  Macleod. 

Here,  in  an  historic  ranching  country  and  on  a  famous  old 
spread,  five  bachelor  brothers  have  proven  that  modern  ideas, 
practices  and  equipment  can  outdo  anything  the  oldtime,  saddle- 
wise  cattle  barons  ever  achieved.  Nothing  about  the  2400-acre 
ranch  lends  itself  to  the  schoolboy's  idea  of  western  life — there 
are  no  log  ranch  houses,  grizzled  cowhands,  or  milling  herds  of 
skinny,  half-wild  longhorns.  Quite  the  opposite,  there  are  a  modern 
home  where  the  five  Hunter  brothers  and  one  sister  reside,  the 
neat  barns  and  corrals  of  the  ranch,  a  purebred  herd  of  about 
135  Herefords,  and  a  pond  where  thousands  of  trout  fingerlings 
until  last  year  were  raised  for  stocking  in  foothill  streams. 

Two  Reminders  of  Early  Days 

Only  two  reminders  of  the  early  days  can  still  be  found  on 
the  ranch.  One  is  the  huge  prairie  wolf  of  the  type  that  plagued 
early  ranchers.  This  relic  from  the  past  glowers  fiercely  with  its 
glass  eyes  at  anyone  who  comes  to  admire  the  prize  collection 
of  wildlife  trophies  shot  by  the  Hunters.  The  other  relic,  seen 
only  in  the  basement  of  the  home,  reveals  that  timbers  and  plaster 
of  the  original  Maunsell  Brothers  Ranch — the  famous  IV  Ranch — 
li6  beneath  the  modern  exterior  of  the  present  home. 

The  Hunter  family  living  on  the  ranch  consists  of  five  brothers, 
Vere,  Joseph,  Steve,  Wilson  and  Howard,  and  one  sister,  Martha. 
All  are  unmarried.  Vere  and  Howard  handle  the  breeding  of  the 
stock,  Steve  looks  after  the  fish,  and  the  others  each  have  their 
respective  duties.  Martha,  while  housekeeper,  also  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  stock.  There  also  are  two  more  sisters  in  the  Hunter 
family — Mrs.  Al  West  of  Penticton,  B.C.,  and  Mrs.  Albert  Simpson 
of  Bow  Island. 

The  herd  of  cattle  on  the  Hunter  Brothers  Ranch,  though 
small  in  number,  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  among 
breeders  in  the  west.  It  is  the  largest  herd  of  Prince  Domino 
Herefords  in  the  Province  and  is  constantly  being  improved  by 
proper  breeding  methods.  The  latest  step  in  keeping  up  the  blood 
line  was  the  purchase  of  two  Prince  Domino  bulls  from  Colorado 
at  a  total  price  of  $22,000. 

Herelords  Preferred 

"We've  tried  Aberdeen  Angus,  Shorthorns  and  Galloways," 
said  Joseph  Hunter,  "but  we  chose  the  Hereford  as  the  best 
animal  for  beef  and  for  the  range.  They  are  hardy  and  can  stand 
tough  weather  and  seem  to  keep  in  good  condition  on  the  range 
where  other  breeds  would  make  a  poor  showing.  For  range 
cattle,  the  Hereford  just  can't  be  beaten." 

The  Herefords  on  the  Hunter  Brothers  Ranch  have  lived  up 
to  the  high  opinions  of  their  owners  and,  although  the  ranch 
doesn't  attempt  to  enter  in  all  cattle  shows,  they  have  won 
championships  all  the  way  from  the  Royal  Winter  Fair  in  Toronto 
down  to  provincial  and  local  competitions. 

The  Hunter  family  originally  came  from  Kamas,  Utah,  in 
1903.  At  that  time  Isaac  Hunter,  father  of  the  present  family, 
heard  about  the  ranching  opportunities  in  Alberta  and  planned 


the  long  overland  trip  by  covered  wagon.  When  they  emigrated 
to  Alberta,  only  Howard,  the  youngest  brother,  was  not  yet  born. 
He  has  the  honor  of  being  the  only  Canadian-born  member  of 
the  family. 

The  Hunters  left  Utah  on  April  3,  1903,  and  followed  the 
trail  northward.  They  had  sold  all  their  holdings,  including  their 
cattle,  and  brought  with  them  only  their  personal  possessions 
and  a  small  herd  of  horses.  Exactly  three  months  later,  after 
crossing  the  Rockies  and  plains  of  Idaho  and  Montana,  the 
Hunters  arrived  in  Alberta.  They  found  the  ranch  of  James  Chapel 
for  sale  in  the  Porcupine  Hills,  purchased  it  and  started  to  work. 

Starting  with  the  small  ranch,  the  Hunters  slowly  began  to 
expand  their  holdings.  As  the  boys  came  of  age,  they  filed  home- 
steads in  the  surrounding  district  and  concentrated  on  raising 
commercial  cattle.  By  the  late  '3G's  they  were  running  1,500 
head  on  15,600  acres  of  range  land — 4,100  acres  deeded,  4,500 
acres  of  government  land,  and  7,000  acres  leased  on  the  North 
Peigan  Indian  Reserve. 

Ranch  Once  Owned  by  Maunsell 

Their  present  home — the  old  Maunsell  Ranch — was  purchased 
in  1934  and  was  used  as  winter  quarters  for  the  stock.  In  1951, 
when  the  brothers  decided  to  concentrate  on  purebred  cattle, 
they  sold  all  their  holdings  with  the  exception  of  the  Maunsell 
place.  Since  that  time  they  have  developed  their  herd  to  the 
point  where  their  Herefords  can  bring  bonus  prices  anywhere 
in  the  west. 

It  may  seem  incongruous  that  men  whose  daily  life  is  con- 
cerned with  the  land  should  turn  to  fish  breeding  as  a  sideline 
interest.  But  the  Hunters  live  up  to  their  name — they  all  are 
avid  hunters,  fishermen  and  keen  sportsmen  . 

The  fish  pond,  which  follows  the  natural  contour  in  front 
of  the  house,  is  approximately  seven  acres  in  size  and  is  fed  by 
clear  springs.  By  1953,  the  last  year  of  the  stocking  program,  more 
than  1  million  eggs — mostly  rainbow  and  cutthroat  trout — had 
been  planted  and  thousands  of  fingerlings  have  been  transplanted 
in  fish  streams  throughout  the  foothills. 

Start  Fishpond  in  1938 

The  Hunter  brothers  became  interested  in  breeding  fish  back 
in  1938.  Joseph  and  Wilson,  both  ardent  fishermen,  had  gone  to 
Beaver  Creek  and  were  amazed  at  the  size  and  number  of  trout 
in  the  stream.  Although  the  action  was  illegal,  they  caught  their 
limit  of  372  to  4  pound  fish  alive,  and  explained  to  the  game 
warden  that  they  wanted  to  see  if  the  fish  could  be  raised  on 
the  ranch.  After  they  received  official  approval,  the  Hunters  took 
the  trout  home  and  started  their  pond  enterprise. 

Word  soon  got  around  that  some  ranchers  were  raising  their 
own  fish  and  people  began  to  drop  around  to  see  for  themselves. 
When  the  Fisheries  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
analyzed  the  water  and  made  tests  in  the  area,  they  discovered 
that  conditions  were  perfect  for  trout.  The  government  then  made 
arrangements  with  the  Hunters  to  raise  trout  and  turn  the  finger- 
lings over  to  the  Calgary  hatchery  for  stocking  in  Alberta  streams. 
Upon  completion  of  this  project  last  year,  thousands  of  trout  had 
grown  and  played  an  important  role  in  replenishing  the  supply 
of  fish  in  foothill  streams.  • 


;  — Photos  by  Bruno  Engler,  Alberta  Government,  and  Lloyd  Knight,  Lethbridge. 
\  The  photo  at  left  shows  some  of  the  Hunter  Brothers'  cattle  moving  by  the  fish  pond  which  is  used  to  raise  fingerling  trout.  At  right,  some  of  the  Herefords 
;  are  shown  being  moved  to  new  grazing  land.  The  Hunter  Brothers,  showm  in  the  centre  photograph,  are  (left  to  right,  back  row)  Vere,  Joseph,  Steve,  Wilson 
and  Howard.  In  the  frorit  row  (left  to  right)  are  Miss  Martha  Hunter,  a  sister.  Al  West,  a  brother-in-law,  and  another  sister.  Mrs.  Al  West. 


